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The Foreign Claims Commission was unable to compensate the 
claimants under the Foreign Claims Act because the claimants were 
not inhabitants of Germany, the country where the damage occurred, 
a condition precedent to the approval of such claims under that act. 
The Department of the Army has likewise been unable to settle the 
claims administratively since the enlisted men who caused the damage 
were not acting within the scope of their employment, thereby exclud- 
ing the consideration of the claims under the act of July 3, 1943 (57 
Stat. 372). Nor could the Department consider the claims adminis- 
wratively: ican the Federal Tort Claims Act (28 U.S. C. 1346 (b), 
2672) for the reason that claims arising in cnaak countries are ex- 
cluded from the operation of that act. 

The Department of the Army, in the letter of transmittal, states 
that the evidence clearly establishes that the damage sustained by 
these claimants was not as a result of any fault or negligence on their 
part but was caused solely by unprovoked acts of military personnel of 
the United States. The Department also recommends enactment of 
this legislation. 

The committee does not believe that the circumstances discussed 
earlier should prevent these persons from receiving compensation for 
the personal injuries and property damage which “they suffered as a 
result of the regrettable conduct of some members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States. Since it appears that a private bill such 
as this is the only avenue of relief available to the claimants, the 
committee recommends favorable consideration of this legislation. 

Attached to and made a part of this report is the letter of trans- 
mittal from the Department of the Army referred to earlier. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., November 21, 1951. 
Hon. Ricaarp B. Russexu, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate 

Dear Senator Russeuu: There is enclosed herewith a draft of a proposed bill 

for the relief of Britt-Marie Eriksson, and others, which it is recommended be 


enacted into law. This proposed legislation is submitted by the Department of 
the Army in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 


The purpose of this legislation is to compensate Miss Britt-Marie Eriksson and 
five other persons for personal injuries and property damage sustained by them 
as a result of an assault committed upon them by certain soldiers of the United 
States Army while the claimants were passengers in a tourist bus belonging to 
Paddans Resebureau, Gothenburg, Sweden, and to compensate said Paddans 
Resebureau for the damage caused to its bus during the course of such assault. 

On August 5, 1950, at about 12:30 a. m., five enlisted men of the United States 
Army, while in an intoxicated condition, entered a tourist bus of Paddans Rese- 
bureau at Unterammergau, Germany, and abused the passengers. One of the 
soldiers then dismounted from the bus and, after the bus had started and while 
it was in motion, hit the rear window of the vehicle with his fist, breaking the 
glass. Miss Eriksson, a Swedish tourist, who was a passenger in the bus, was 
cut by glass fragments from the broken window, sustaining a 4-cm laceration on 
the right forehead above the eyebrow. She also sustained damage to her wearing 
apparel and incurred sundry incidental expenses as a result of the incident. 
Folke Desire |’Anglois-Nordgren, a Danish subject, who was acting as a guide 
for the tourist party, and Bengt Dahlberg, a Swedish passenger, having noticed 
that Stanley J. Carpenter, a British passenger, was not in the bus after it started, 
dismounted, and, running to the rear of the bus, found Mr. Carpenter on the 
ground and one soldier in the act of pulling another soldier away from him. It 
appears that Mr. Dahlberg was struck in the back by a soldier and that Mr. 
Carpenter was cut by flying glass from the rear window of the bus when it was 
broken. Mr. Carpenter states that he was struck on the head by a stone held 
in the hand of one of the soldiers. He sustained a bruise of the left eye, requiring 
two stitches, and slight bruises of the hand and knee. It appears that Mr. 
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Nordgren sustained more serious injuries, which are described hereinafter. Three 
other passengers sustained damage to their clothing but apparently no personal 
injuries. 

Seven claimants have filed claims with the Department of the Army for the 
damages sustained by them as the result of the incident of August 5, 1950. These 
claims are as follows: 

Britt- Marie Eriksson, Skogshogskolan, Stockholm, Sweden, $696.33, for personal 
injuries, property damages, and incidental expenses 

After the occurrence of the incident in question the bus proceeded on to Ober- 
ammergau, where Miss Eriksson was taken to a United States Army dispensary 
for emergency treatment. When she returned to Stockholm she was examined 
by Dr. Ernst Hartmann, Birger Jarlagatan 6, Stockholm, who on August 21, 1950, 
made the following statement concerning her injury: 

“Miss Britt-Marie Eriksson b. 1924 has today been examined by me for a scar 
on the forehead which according to information has arisen from a cut by glass the 


5th August 1950. In the middle line of the forehead a little to the right there is 


to be seen a healed scar length 2.5 em. in the direction from right aslant upward 
to the left, the scar is at the broadest place 0.55 mm. broad and still red as to the 
colour. Slight swelling of the soft parts around the scar. In the right part of 
the scar there is a slight soreness for pressure on which account \: 


a glass s 


still can be left.” 

The Department of the Army has no record of any medical expenses incurred 
by this claimant for the treatment of her injury. 

On August 22, 1950, Birgitta Stomberg, of Boegstigen 6, Stocksund, Sweden 
who also was a passenger in the bus in question, made the following statement 
concerning the damage caused to Miss Eriksson’s clothing in this incident: 

“The undersigned who was present at the American assault upon the tourist 
bus Viking in Oberammergau (Unterammergau) on August 5, 1950, declares 
herewith that Miss Britt-Marie Eriksson had her clothes seriously damaged. Her 
gray :uit in pure wool, purchase price Kr. 204 ($39.45), has lost two thirds of its 
value on account of large blood stains and shattered glass. Her blouse in pure 
silk, purchase price Kr. 46 ($8.89), has lost half of its value.’’ 

Miss Eriksson’s claim was filed with United States Foreign Claims Commission 
No. 16 for damages in the amount of 3,600 Swedish kroner, or $696.33 ($580.27 
for personal injury and disfigurement; and $116.06 for damage to clothing and in- 
cidental expenses arising out of the accident). After a careful consideration the 
claim was disapproved by the Commission on November 3, 1950, because there 
was no statute under which it could be paid. Thereafter the claimant appealed 
to the Under Secretary of the Army from the action taken by the Commission in- 
disapproving her claim. On February 15, 1951, the Under Secretary of the Army 
sustained the prior action of disapproval and denied the appeal therefrom on the 
same ground on which the claim had originally been disapproved. He directed, 
however, that action be initiated for the introduction of special legislation for the 
relief of Miss Eriksson in the amount of $696.33. 

Folke Desire |’Anglois-Nordgren, 41 Kjeldsgaardsvej, Copenhagen-Valby, 
Denmark, filed a claim with Foreign Claims Commission No. 16 in the amount 
of 19,747.81 Danish kroner ($2,859.04) for personal injuries and property damage 
sustained by him as a result of this incident. As in the case of Miss Eriksson’s 
claim, this claim also was necessarily disapproved by the Commission for the 
reason that there was no statute under which it could be paid. Mr. Nordgren’s 
claim consisted of the following items: 

Danish Kroners 

F scuacae GPa a sia hehe aioe a suai 61. 67 
i ; : 5, 360. 00 

._.. 13, 840. 00 


Medical expenses - - 
Loss of earnings 
Permanent disability 


Property damage Eabe 186. 14 
Legal assistance : : ie ots ; 300. 00 
Total _ - ae oe baie a seckind il gs ta ee 
Or a total of : . $2, 859. 04 


On October 30, 1950, Dr. Ch. Jacobsen, Toftegaardsalle 29, Copenhagen, Den- 
mark, made the following statement concerning Mr. Nordgren’s condition: 

“Mr. Nordgren came under my treatment on September 19, 1950. He told me 
that he was injured on August 5, 1950, but did not interrupt his work until August 
11 to undergo medical treatment. He was allegediy under treatment in Sweden 
until September 17 when he left for Denmark, and he called me on September 19. 

“The symptoms are: headaches, dizziness, and vomiting. The Swedish doctor 
allegedly declared that he had concussion of the brain. 
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“Mr. Nordgren was confined to his bed for 8 days. Since September 26 he has 
been allowed to go out, but is still disabled. 
“The symptoms are now: headaches and to a minor extent dizziness. X-ray 
of the skull: nothing abnormal. 
“Depression: 7; Hgb 121 (Sicea); virin: abn. W. R.: 0 
“Diagnosis: Seqv. Trauma capiti Necoritis?”’ 
On February 1, 1951, Dr. Kjeld Walter, of Copenhagen, Denmark, submitted 
the following statement concerning Mr. Nordgren’s injuries: 
‘As a traveling guide for a Swedish tourist party the patient (Mr. Nordgren) 
n consequence of an unprovoked assault, knocked down August 5, 1950, in 
After the blow the patient vomited, became dizzy, and got headache. 
e and dizziness continue, and appear, whenever the patient turns his 
at quickly. 
nt has been X-rayed by his own physician, for a possible fracture, but 
sign of any fracture. 
‘atory examinations showed: WR , hemoglobin 121 percent, sink- 
1950, the patient came to this clinic, where the patient is under- 
gical treatment. 
‘rtendinose along the linea nuestrae 
has not recovered, and must continually be byect to treatment, 
possible to sav when this will terminat 
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Embassy, Washington, D. C.: 
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Johansson, Hokegatan 2, Gothenburg, Sweden, $15, for damage to his 


Inger Norell, Goteborgs Bank, Halmstad, Sweden, $10, for damage to her 


sebo, Sweden, $20, for damage to his clothing 
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ARCHIRALD 8. ALEXANDER, 
Acting Secretary of the 





